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Bismillahir Rahmnair Rahim  

Mr. Chair.  

Dear Colleagues,  
MPs,  

Scientists,  

Dear participants,  

Ladies and Gentlemen.  

 

Assalamu Alaikum and Very Good Morning to you all.  

 

It is my pleasure to be amongst you at the inaugural session of the 7th International 

Conference on Community Based Adaptation to Climate Change being held in Dhaka. I welcome 

you all.  
Climate Change, as we all know, is the greatest challenge confronting mankind and the 

globe. The very existence not only of mankind but also of natural ecosystem is under increasing 

threat. The climate is being destabilized owing to unbridled human activities since the advent of 

the industrial revolution.  
Unless the present trend of degradation of climate and environment is reversed, our next 

generations will have to face dire consequences, and for which, we as their ancestors will never 

be forgiven. For the sake of sustainability of environment and development, we need to act now 

without delay, individually, locally, nationally, regionally and globally. This needs to be addressed 

as the highest priority  
The climate and development practitioners from all over the world are addressing the 

issues of community based adaptation. The adverse impacts of greenhouse gas emission and 

accumulation in the atmosphere and consequent impacts compel many communities to take 

adaptation actions.  
The communities particularly the poor are in the forefront of these impacts. It is the 

communities, the ecosystems and the institutions, who will face the greatest challenges of 

adaptation.  

Your discourses and insights will help world governments, scientific communities, local 

government and non-government organizations prepare themselves to take the correct measures.  

Dear participants,  

Many people of Bangladesh are struggling hard and are facing the double burden of 

poverty and impacts of climate change. This is not only difficult for them; this is also unfair and 



unjust. Why should some rich people's lifestyles threaten lives and livelihoods of poor 

communities?  

It is a world of mutual learning. While you as scientists can learn from the communities 

and their activities, the poor communities, local government and non-governmental organizations 

should have access to science based knowledge to solve the problems caused by climate change.  

I call upon scientists and practitioners from all over the world to strengthen this process of 

mutual learning. But I must emphasize, adaptation is only a part of the solution. The real solution 

lies in reducing the root cause of climate change - the emission of Greenhouse gases.  

The rich countries must demonstrate their leadership in this matter. More delay in 

mitigation will mean greater need for adaptation and more sufferings for the communities and the 

poor of the world.  
There is no denying fact that all nations are not equally responsible for contributing to 

climate change. The rich and the developed countries through their development pathway and 

lifestyle, driven by fossil fuel, are primarily responsible for this problem.  

Many developing countries now are following the same development paradigm which is 

aggravating the situation even further. Justice demands that the climate problem should be 

addressed through the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respected 

capabilities.  

The rich nations and the big emitters must engage themselves in a greater and responsible 

role in climate change mitigation and come forward to assist the vulnerable countries to adapt 

with the changing climate.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Bangladesh, a low lying deltaic country with over 150 million people, is identified as one of 

the most vulnerable countries to the adverse effects of Climate Change.  
Our coastal areas having a population of about 40 million face high risks from sea-level 

rise, salinity intrusion, and extreme events like cyclones, tidal surges and river erosion. The 

sustainability of old traditional livelihood system and the economy is already jeopardized. All 

efforts for poverty alleviation and development fall short of achieving the desired targets as 

consequence of this.  

Recognizing this, the government has taken steps to deal with the climate related 

problems through adoption of Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (BCCSAP), 

implementation of which is being funded with our own resources through the National Climate 

Change Trust Fund of 25oo crore taka equivalent to approximately US $ 350 million.  
The Trust Fund has already become operational and has been supporting different 

activities undertaken by various government agencies, ministries, civil societies, NGOs and 

research institutes.  

So far, with the fund from BCCTF, 139 projects under different ministries and division have 

been approved and some of them are under implementation.  

Not only that 63 projects from the NGOs have also been approved. The activities under the 

Trust Fund are the initial steps towards mainstreaming climate change into development. At the 

same time, we must not forget that the scale of the problem is so vast that Bangladesh alone can 

not address the problems with its own resources. As part of global commitment, our international 

development partners have contributed towards a Climate Resilience Fund of US $ 189.5 million 

so far.  

We appreciate this support, but emphasize that the scale of resources needed is in billions 

of dollars. The innovative enterprise and skills of our affected communities are laudable. But they 

cannot take the responsibility of facing this enormous challenge of climate change impacts and 

extreme events.  



In this context, I would like to add that our people especially the vulnerable communities 

have demonstrated utmost resilience to cope and adapt with adverse climate change with their 

own limited resources and capabilities.  
The capacity of resilience of our communities has emerged and been built from the long 

experience, indigenous knowledge that are inherent in our social fabric.  

Scientists, planners and policy makers can benefit from this knowledge base which has 

evolved over a long span of time.  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  

This conference marks the importance of the fact that the poorest communities will be the 

worst sufferers from adverse effect of climate change. This is especially so in the Least Developed 

Countries (LDCs). As a leading member of LDCs group, Bangladesh has been playing an 

important role in the climate change negotiations under United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC).  

I am pleased to note that this conference have chosen mainstreaming of CBA as the 

theme. This is quite pertinent as communities will have to bear the sufferings and burden of 

climate change.  

Mainstreaming CBA through macro policies and plans, sectoral development and local level 

development no doubt is the appropriate and right step to address the problems in a 

comprehensive manner.  

The government appreciates and recognizes its importance in future development policy 

agenda.     

The government is committed to decentralization of decision making through empowering 

the local government. As a result, local government is playing an increasing role in planning and 

executing development programmes and projects.   
Local government in cooperation with local institutions, NGOs, civil society organizations 

and leadership of al` actors must be in the centre of many of the community based actions and 

risk reduction strategies.  

I am happy that my government through the Ministry of Environment and Forests has 

been providing support to this excellent initiative to the organizers to bring together so many 

participants representing governments, international organizations, civil society, academia and 

media to address the critical issue of how to assist the poorest and most vulnerable communities 

through community based adaptation.  

Despite our susceptibility to climate change, Bangladesh is a beautiful land for its mighty 

flowing rivers, the largest unbroken sandy sea beach of the world Cox's Bazar, rich biodiversity 

including the Sunderbans, the largest mangrove forest in the world beside our very friendly and 

the hospitable people.  

I hope you find your participation in the conference and your stay in Bangladesh enjoyable 

and memorable.  

I wish you have a successful conference. I look forward to the outcome of the conference. 

I assure you of the continued support of the government. Finally, I would like to thank the 

organizers and all the participants.  
To my great delight, I now declare the Seventh International Conference on Community 

Based Adaptation to Climate Change open.  

Thank you all.  

Khoda Hafez.  
Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu  

May Bangladesh Live Forever. 


